G+ ) Y%+ ). ).) )%
0
111& & 2

St. Francis of Assisi
Francis was the son of a wealthy cloth merchant in Italy. As a teenager, Francis sold cloth in his father’s shop.
He was very good at charming the customers. At night he went to parties with the young nobles of the town.
He loved fine clothes and everything else that went with being rich. He wasn't much of a student, but he loved
the tales of King Arthur and his knights.

Francis wanted to be a knight himself. When the town of Assisi went to war with a neighboring town, Francis
joined the campaign. A year as a prisoner of war changed his outlook. When he came home he was ill for
months. He was confused because everything that had given him joy now seemed empty. Francis spent
hours praying for guidance. One day guidance was provided. “Repair my house,” said the voice of Christ,
“which, as you see, is falling into ruin.” Francis carried bricks on his back to the chapel and began to repair its
stonework. Only much later did Francis realize that the house that God was talking about was not the small
chapel in San Damiano, but the entire church.

Francis followed Christ's example. He became the “Poverello,” the “little poor one.” He owned only one tunic,
a plain brown robe with a rope for a belt, which was the garment worn by peasants when they labored in the
fields. He worked with lepers, the most despised people of society. He acted as a peacemaker between
warring towns. Soon others began to join Francis, earning their bread by working in the fields or by doing odd
jobs. They preached not just to the rich but to the poor as well.

Francis had an understanding of the unity of all creation. He addressed every created thing as Brother or
Sister and treated everything with reverence. He allowed the beauty of creation to fill him with joy. St.
Francis is named the patron saint of ecologists and all people who work to protect the environment.

St. Francis of Assisi, pray for us.
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