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Matthew 22:34 - 40

There are more than 613 commands in the Jewish law. The lawyer sent to debate Jesus was toying
with him when he asked for Jesus’ opinion about which law was the most important. Jews had been
debating that question for generations without coming to agreement on the answer. Encouraged by
the Pharisees, the lawyer hoped he could get Jesus to say something against Jewish law so he
could be discredited and perhaps arrested. Jesus silenced them all by saying that everything starts
and ends with love—Ilove of God and love of each other. Even the Pharisees couldn’t argue with
that.

The Ten Commandments can be divided into two categories: those dealing with love for God (the
first four) and those dealing with responsibilities toward other people (the last six). In the end, it all
comes down to love.
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